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to build a new health 

clinic, provide scholar-

ships for local persons 

to attend nursing 

school, and providing 

assistance for various 

other needs in the local 

community. 

www.salybia.org  

smp@rossmed.edu.dm 

A small Problem Based 

learning group in 2002 

was challenged by Dr. 

Worrell Sanford to ad-

dress health care prob-

lems in the local com-

munity.  This simple 

challenge lead to the 

formation of a self suffi-

cient student based 

organization.  Itõs pri-

mary goal being to pro-

vide medical care for 

the indigenous people 

of Dominica (Kalinago 

people).   

Since Salybiaõs humble 

creation 8 years ago, 

Salybia has grown and 

evolved into an essen-

tial part of the health 

care system of the Ka-

linago territory. 

Primarily Salybia gath-

ers volunteers of Phy-

scians, nurses, pharma-

cist, and students to 

organize 6 biweekly 

health clinics.   

Salybia has also pro-

vided funding for vari-

ous projects in order to 

increase the health and 

well being of the Ka-

linago territory.  These 

funds have been used 

It has been a long goal 

and dream of the Salybia 

Mission Project (SMP) to 

establish a new health 

clinic to serve the native 

Kalinago people of Do-

minica.  This semester 

this dream has finally 

come to a reality.  The 

new clinic saw its first 

Salybia health fair this 

semester, seeing ap-

proximately 60 patients.  

Although the grand 

opening is still pending, 

the site is fully functional 

and ready to go for next 

semester. Salybia is 

proud and honored of its 

contribution to the es-

tablishment of this clinic. 

Thanks to the devotion 

of the many physicians, 

nurses, pharmacists and 

the members of Salybia 

the biweekly health clin-

ics are continuing to 

grow strong.  Salybia has 

seen approximately 162 

patients.   

Salybia has raised ap-

proximately $20,995 

E.C. or $7,863.29 USD.  

All of this money is in-

vested into the Carib 

community for the bene-

fit of the Kalinago peo-

ple.  New membership is 

Salybiaõs primary source 

of fundraising so thank 

you all Salybia new 

members! 

The Salybia womenõs 

health initiative has 

taken some exciting new 

steps in addressing 

medical and social con-

cerns for women.  We 

hope next semester it 

will continue to grow and 

develop.   

W H A T  I S  T H E  S A L Y B I A  M I S S I O N  P R O J E C T ? 

H I G H L I G H T S 

O F  T H E 

S E M E S T E R : 

> Health Fair at the  

new Salybia Health 

Clinic 

> Welcome to our 

111 New Members! 

> This Semester 

$20,995 E.C. has 

been raised! 
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other projects such as scholarships to 

provide nursing education for Ka-

linago community members, funds to 

support the building of a new health 

clinic, and transportation for school 

children in the territory.  It also pays 

for our phlebotomy clinic and intuba-

tion clinic.   

As a member what do you get for 

your donation?  Your membership 

gives you free access to our bi-

weekly clinics and health fairs 

including transportation.  You also 

receive free access to our phle-

botomy and intubation clinic.   

HE ALT H CL IN IC S 

learning and for the most part do 

not mind us practicing our skills 

as long as we are professional 

and considerate. 

These health clinics also give us a 

chance to learn the doctor pa-

tient skills necessary to be a 

humane and companionate 

physician.  Sometimes we are 

so busy with books and study-

ing that we forget why we 

wanted to be a physician in the 

first place.  The clinics are a 

great opportunity to make a 

difference in the lives of people 

that really need our help.  Going 

to the health clinic has been 

very inspirational to me.  The Saly-

bia members will tell you that 

when you leave the health clinic 

you really feel you did something 

great for the community. 

Salybia provides a unique opportu-

nity for early exposure to patients.  

Ordinarily medical students do not 

get patient exposure until their sec-

ond year of medical school.  In Saly-

bia FIRST SEMESTER  students 

have the opportunity to take a 

patient history, present the 

patient to a physician, and 

learn how the physician ad-

dresses the needs of the pa-

tient. 

This is possible through the 

health clinics run by Salybia.  

The Salybia health clinics are 

not the same as the health 

fairs that are run by various 

organizations on campus.  In the 

health clinics Salybia finds a physi-

cian, a nurse, and a pharmacist to 

donate their time and see patients 

on Saturday.  In the health clinic the 
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Salybia Ross students take the 

patient history and present the 

patient to the physician.  There is 

no experience required but the 

more you know the more you can 

do.  As a first semester student I 

was able to take a history and 

check a patientõs blood pressure. 

The Kalinago people are very 

open and grateful to the Ross stu-

dents.  They know that we are still 

SALY B IA  MEMB E RS HIP 

Salybia membership requires a one-

time $120 EC or $45 USD donation.  

This donation is essential in funding 

the biweekly health clinics and 

health fairs Salybia runs.  Your dona-

tion pays doctor fees, medications 

and medical equipment for the Ka-

linago people.  It is also used to fund 



Salybia Mission Project supports are: 

¶ Providing funding for the New 

Health Clinic  

¶ Providing medications and 

medical supplies 

¶ Scholarships for the Kalinago 

people to attend nursing 

school 

 

¶ Transportation for school 

children 

¶ Providing care to a para-

plegic 

¶ Air fare for the Special 

Olympics  

Salybia Behind the Scenes 
Most students at Ross are aware 

of the biweekly health clinics Saly-

bia runs.   This is our primary way 

of meeting our mission objective 

òHelping to provide medical care 

for the indigenous peoples of Do-

minicaó.  You may not be aware of 

the other projects Salybia runs.  

Some of the various projects the 
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their medical needs. Salybia is 

very proud of the great relation-

ship we have with the Kalinago 

people. 

 Impact of health clinics on the community 
The bi-weekly health clinics run by 

Salybia has become an intimate 

part of the Kalinago health care 

system.  The Kalinago territory is 

an area lacking medical care even 

beyond the medical limitations 

faced by the rest of Dominica.  

The health clinics are some peo-

pleõs only access to a physician.  

The health clinics also provide 

much needed medicine to the 

local people.  As such the Ka-

linago community depends on the 

work Salybia does to provide for 

Ross University 

Campus Health 

Fair.  

(not the health 

fair in the Carib 

Territory) 

Salybia at the new clinic. 


